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1
◆ The Administrative Office of
the Courts (AOC) releases the
preliminary findings of a seismic
assessment of California’s court
buildings. The study was con-
ducted in accordance with the
Trial Court Facilities Act of
2002, which calls for the trans-
fer of responsibility for court fa-
cilities from counties to the
state. Under the act, court build-
ings that are ultimately found to
have high seismic risk levels
may not be eligible for transfer
unless the transfer agreements
contain provisions for correct-
ing the deficiencies.

◆ Courts statewide implement
new rules of court that affect ap-
peals, trial setting, continuances,

case disposition time standards,
jury instructions, and the grad-
uated probate filing fee, as well
as rules that increase public ac-
cess to administrative and finan-
cial decisions related to the trial
courts.

◆ Multiple courts begin testing
a prototype of a statewide crim-
inal and traffic case manage-
ment system. Additionally, the
AOC signs a contract with De-
loitte Consulting to develop,
over the next two years, a case
management system for civil,
small claims, and probate cases. 

◆ Roger W. Boren succeeds
Charles S. Vogel as administra-
tive presiding justice of the
Court of Appeal, Second Appel-
late District.

◆ More than 600 employees of
the Superior Court of San

Bernardino County successfully
complete training as part of the
court’s Classification and Train-
ing for Legal Assistants project.
Developed in 2001, the project
requires the court’s legal assis-
tants to undergo assessment
testing, cross-training, and job
rotation to improve their skills.

◆ A new Judicial Council task
force is established to study how
California’s law libraries work
and to identify possible sources
of funding to continue or ex-
pand the libraries’ operations.

4
◆ A new study released by the
California and New York state
court systems explores the ex-
tent to which key principles and
practices fostered by collabo-
rative justice courts may be

applied throughout the legal
system. Judges have identified
critical barriers to the practice of
collaborative justice, including
inadequate resources and short-
ages of staff to give individual-
ized attention to cases.

5
◆ Court leaders project a $30
million shortfall in new fee rev-
enue from legislation in the
2003–2004 judicial branch
budget. The legislation in-
creased numerous fines and fees
and created new statewide fees
to contribute to maintenance of
programs and staffing, helping
offset the loss of trial court fund-
ing previously provided through
the General Fund.

◆ The Superior Court of Los
Angeles County creates a special

queue for jurors to shorten the
length of time they must wait to
enter the Long Beach court-
house and report for service.

◆ The Superior Court of San
Mateo County institutes direct
calendaring for its family law
division.

8
◆ Superior Court of Stanislaus
County Judge Al Girolami orders
that the trial in People v. Scott
Peterson be held in San Mateo
County, following his order grant-
ing defense counsel’s request for
a change of venue.

9
◆ Governor Schwarzenegger
releases his proposed State Bud-
get for 2004–2005, calling for

Several high-profile cases in
2004 made significant impacts

on the administration of justice in
California and the ability of courts
to provide the media and the public
with access to court information.

Governor Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger called for opening up govern-
ment to public scrutiny, but the
cases of People v. Michael Jackson,
People v. Scott Peterson, and Lock-
yer v. San Francisco prompted the
courts to make that intention a real-
ity. The criminal trials of Jackson
and Peterson exposed the need for
courts to find a more efficient way
to update the media on case pro-
ceedings, and eventually led to a
new rule allowing courts to post
criminal records related to high-
profile trials on the Internet.

In light of the intense interest 
in the arguments put forth in the
same-sex marriage case Lockyer 
v. San Francisco, the California
Supreme Court opened its oral
argument session to the public by
allowing it to be broadcast on the
California Channel and by posting
case briefs on a specially created
page on the California Courts Web
site. During a seven-hour period on
August 12, after the Supreme Court
announced its decision in the case,

the opinion was accessed more than
8,000 times on the site.

Other events in judicial admin-
istration became milestones for the
California court system as it contin-
ued to evolve into a truly statewide
judicial branch of government. In
the budget arena, the branch added
more courts to the statewide Court
Accounting and Reporting System,
introduced guidelines for court col-
lections, and welcomed a more sta-
ble state funding mechanism with
the inclusion of the trial courts un-
der the State Appropriations Limit.
The judicial branch also completed
the first of hundreds of impending
transfers of court facilities from
counties to the state; expanded
benefits, workers’ compensation,
and payroll services for court em-
ployees; and began testing a state-
wide case management system and
a new model jury summons.

At its December business meet-
ing, the Judicial Council approved
efforts to come in the new year, in-
cluding sponsorship of legislation to
establish uniform civil fees for the
same services in all 58 California
counties, as well as support of a pro-
posed 2006 bond measure for court-
house renovation and construction.

The courts continued to find
creative local methods of improving
service to the public despite severe
budgetary challenges. Individual
courts connected with their con-
stituents through self-help centers,
children’s waiting rooms, court
volunteer programs, community
forums, and homeless and truancy
courts. Courts also made life a bit
easier for the bar by—for instance—
increasing the availability of elec-
tronic filing and starting newsletters
specifically for local attorneys to
keep them abreast of changes in
court procedures.

For this annual chronology of
state court administration, Court
News consulted official and unoffi-
cial sources: court staff members,
news releases, the regional press,
legal dailies, memoranda, Web
reports, calendars, and (of course)
our own reporting during the year.
While the resulting timeline is far
from comprehensive, it provides an
insightful look at the old year as we
embrace the new.

We welcome additions to this
overview, as well as contributions
throughout the year to the 2005
Year in Review. Send your com-
ments to courtnews@jud.ca.gov.

2004: The Year That Was



substantial cuts in all areas of
government, including the judi-
cial branch.

◆ At its annual legislative lun-
cheon, the Superior Court of 
Los Angeles County hosts 12
members of the Los Angeles del-
egation to the California Legis-
lature. The luncheon gives court
officials a forum for speaking
directly to local legislators about
the importance of the court and
its services to the public.

19
◆ Chief Justices from the na-
tion’s highest courts come to-
gether in San Francisco for a
meeting of the Conference of
Chief Justices (CCJ), presided
over by Chief Justice Ronald M.
George, serving as president of
CCJ. The event explores issues
related to electronic informa-
tion, the impact of the North
American Free Trade Agreement
on state court judgments, and
principles of effective judicial
governance and accountability.

21
◆ The premiere of Inside Jus-
tice, a new AOC-TV series ex-
amining controversial issues of
interest to judges, features Judge
Michael Nash, Supervising
Judge of the Los Angeles Juve-
nile Court, and William Patton,
Professor of Law at Whittier Law
School, discussing public access
to dependency proceedings.

23
◆ The Judicial Council sets
forth guidelines and directives on
how courts manage their budgets
in response to funding conditions,
including policies on hours of op-
eration of clerks’ offices, facility
closures, fiscal accountability, 

labor relations, filing fees, and
expense restrictions.

28
◆ Thanks to an invitation from
the Superior Court of San
Joaquin County, reporters get a
first-hand look at sheriff ’s
deputies as they fan out across
the county serving delinquent
jurors with orders to appear at
the courthouse. The “roundup,”
with its corresponding media
coverage, is the latest step in 
the court’s jury compliance
program.

◆ The Superior Court of Santa
Clara County’s Juvenile Domes-
tic and Family Violence Court is
chosen as one of the top 50 pro-
grams in the 2004 Innovations
in American Government Awards
competition.

February

1
◆ The judicial branch continues
its network upgrades as  part of
the Telecommunications Project.
The project is creating a stan-
dardized infrastructure for com-
munication among the courts,
technology centers in the judi-
cial branch, the AOC, and other
justice partners.

2
◆ The AOC launches the Cali-
fornia Community Justice Proj-
ect: Building Restorative Justice
Principles in the Community,
which provides support for
programs statewide that help
communities look outside con-
ventional avenues and resolve
issues surrounding crimes by
repairing harm to victims, com-
munities, and offenders.

13
◆ The AOC Education Divi-
sion/Center for Judicial Edu-
cation and Research (CJER)
launches an online juvenile de-
pendency course directed at ju-
dicial officers new to the bench
or to a particular assignment.
CJER also releases a new CD-
ROM that offers self-paced on-
line courses for court staff.   

17
◆ Chief Justice George and
other judicial leaders hold 10
meetings with legislators in
Sacramento to brief them about
judicial branch efforts to man-
age budget reductions and iden-
tify long-term solutions for
achieving designated funding
increases for the courts. The leg-
islators also learn of the potential
impacts of further budget cuts.

◆ The judicial branch proposes
specifications on data exchange
and e-filing. The data exchange
specifications are intended for
use with justice partners for a se-
lected set of criminal forms and
data exchanges. The e-filing
specifications, produced by the
Second Generation Electronic
Filing Specifications project, are
designed to provide courts and
vendors with a uniform frame-
work for building electronic fil-
ing systems. 

18
◆ Senator Joseph Dunn, who
chairs both the Senate Select
Committee on Citizen Participa-
tion and the budget subcommit-
tee with oversight of the judicial
branch budget, holds (in San
Diego) the first in a statewide se-
ries of informational hearings to
hear testimony on the probable
effects of proposed 2004–2005
budget reductions on local court
programs and services.
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July 1964
The Administrative Office of the Courts
(AOC) introduces the first edition of the
A.O.C. Newsletter, a bimonthly two-page,
81/2” x 11”, black-and-white, typewritten
document created “to keep California’s
courts informed about current develop-
ments in state court administration.” The
inaugural issue announces new council
members, rules of court, council actions,
and other events affecting the courts.

April–May 1986
The A.O.C. Newsletter changes its look from type-
written pages to a newsletter format, including
more graphic elements and photos. This edition of
the newsletter contains feature stories on newly ap-
pointed council members, a revised California Style
Manual, council opinions on proposed legislation,
new judicial appointments, and a calendar of events.

December 1990–
January 1991
The AOC Newsletter
changes its name to
Court News, reflect-
ing its continuing

goal of providing “news of
court programs and person-
alities across the state, de-
velopments in the work of
the Judicial Council of Cali-
fornia and its advisory
committees, and informa-
tion from the Administra-
tive Office of the Courts.”
Court News adds one
color to its pages, as well as new
sections updating readers on rules of court, delay reduction,
and advisory committees.

EDITOR’S NOTE

Court News Evolves:
Branchwide Plan for Court
Communications
After nearly 10 years, Court News—the bimonthly news-
magazine for the courts—is changing its look and distri-
bution. Starting in early 2005, the award-winning
publication will be re-released as a quarterly print mag-
azine and a companion monthly online newsletter.

BRANCHWIDE COMMUNICATIONS
To create and maintain an effective communications in-
frastructure for the state judicial branch, the Adminis-
trative Office of the Courts (AOC) and the courts
developed the first-ever California Courts’ Branchwide
Communications Plan, available at http://serranus.court
info.ca.gov/programs/oc/. The ambitious plan lays out a
process that will lead to more effective communications
between the AOC and the courts, among the courts, and
between these entities and judicial branch stakeholders.

Court News is an integral part of the branchwide
plan. It will continue to be not only a vehicle for Judicial
Council–AOC communications, but a medium by which
courts and justice partners can share their news and best
practices with each other.

QUARTERLY MAGAZINE
Court News Quarterly (CNQ) will provide a forum for di-
alogue among the AOC, the courts, and judicial branch
stakeholders. Feature articles and commentaries will
provide in-depth coverage of issues related to court ad-
ministration and Judicial Council actions. CNQ will also
report on council and branchwide initiatives, feature lo-
cal court people and programs, recognize achievements,
and track appointments and retirements.

MONTHLY ONLINE NEWSLETTER
Court News Online (CNO), a companion to Court News
Quarterly, will be a vehicle for timely communications
among the courts. The existing Court News subscriber
list will be expanded for CNO by the addition of court fi-
nance contacts, human resources professionals, informa-
tion technology specialists, judicial attorneys, and other
court professionals. CNO will provide brief updates on
developments in court administration, local court initia-
tives and programs, new reports and publications, train-
ing opportunities, and other news that will help court
professionals perform their daily work.

ONE DOOR CLOSES, TWO MORE OPEN
This issue of Court News is the last in the current format.
The first issue of Court News Online is scheduled for
February, and the inaugural Court News Quarterly will
be distributed in the spring.

Thank you to the countless individuals in the courts
and at the AOC who contributed to Court News and
helped make it a shared news source and resource for
the California courts. Now it is time to say goodbye to
an old friend and hello to two new ones. Here’s to a
Court Newsworthy 2005!

Blaine Corren
Managing Editor, Court News

How to Subscribe
Current subscribers to Court News will receive Court
News Quarterly and are invited to subscribe to Court
News Online with the first edition in February. 

● For more information on Court News Quarterly or
Court News Online, contact the AOC Office of Commu-
nications, 415-865-7740; e-mail: courtnews@jud.ca.gov.

Court News
Through the Years



◆ Court staff, legal services
employees, self-help center staff,
librarians, and community agen-
cies that serve low-income per-
sons come together in San
Francisco for the National Con-
ference on Community-Based
Access to Justice—Volunteers,
Partners, and Technology,
hosted by the AOC.

24
◆ The new Equal Access Proj-
ect Web site offers materials for
courts, court-based self-help
programs, and other nonprofit
providers of legal self-help ser-
vices, including sample instruc-
tional handouts developed by
local courts, as well as transla-
tions, brochures, program mod-
els, evaluation tools, and ideas
for setting up self-help centers.

25
◆ Judicial branch leaders come
together for the 2004 California
Judicial Administration Confer-
ence (CJAC) in San Francisco.
With the theme “Operating as a
Branch: Solving Problems To-
gether,” the conference facili-
tates a dialogue about current
issues affecting the courts.

26
◆ For his efforts in civil repre-
sentation, Justice Earl Johnson,
Jr., of the Court of Appeal, Sec-
ond Appellate District (Los An-
geles), receives the Benjamin
Aranda III Access to Justice
Award, which annually recog-
nizes a judge who has demon-
strated a long-term commitment
to equal access to the judicial
system.

27
◆ At its business meeting the
Judicial Council: adopts an in-
terim rule to allow the supe-
rior courts to provide Internet
access to records in high-profile
criminal cases under specified
circumstances; approves the
Statewide Action Plan for Self-
Represented Litigants, which
recommends steps for the coun-
cil to take toward its goals of
increasing access to the courts
and improving the quality of jus-
tice and service to the public;
adopts a methodology for allo-
cating an $11 million reduction
in trial court security funding
and an additional $2.5 million
funding reduction for fiscal year
2003–2004; approves statewide
budget priorities for the Califor-
nia trial and appellate courts for
fiscal year 2005–2006; approves
a Statement of Investment Pol-
icy for the Trial Courts, which is
designed to ensure the safe and
prudent investment of trial
court funds; approves the Five-
Year Capital Outlay Plan for
Trial Courts, which includes a
ranked list of proposed capital
projects in state trial courts; and
approves a new rule that clari-
fies the responsibilities of chil-
dren’s counsel in delinquency
proceedings.  

◆ The AOC releases Evalua-
tion of the Early Mediation Pilot
Programs, a report on a 30-
month study of early mediation
pilot programs that found that
the programs had substantial
benefits for both litigants and
the courts.

March

1
◆ The AOC Center for Families,
Children & the Courts (CFCC)
releases a report to the Legisla-
ture on the Child Access to Vis-
itation Grant Program, which
awards grants to support non-
custodial parents’ access to and
visitation with their children.
The report notes that the grantees
are teaching positive parenting
and increasing noncustodial
parents’ involvement in their
children’s lives, but the grant
program’s resources have not
been adequate to meet demand.

2
◆ The AOC sponsors the Labor
Relations Academy in Burbank
to provide an in-depth overview
of labor relations for superior
court staff members from across
the state who are responsible for
negotiations with recognized
employee unions.

◆ As part of “Read Across
America,” a nationwide event
commemorating the 100th an-
niversary of the birth of Theo-
dor Seuss Geisel (Dr. Seuss), 71
readers from the Superior Court
of Santa Clara County, including
40 judges, volunteer to visit two
local elementary schools and
read aloud to students.

9
◆ The Superior Court of Ven-
tura County holds the first in a
series of public educational fo-
rums based on legal issues that
are common among people who
use the court’s Self-Help Legal
Access Centers. The event is
among the growing number of
community outreach efforts un-

dertaken by courts throughout
the state to educate the public
about the legal system.

15
◆ A new advisory committee
convenes to develop recommen-
dations on a range of issues
related to enhancing the effec-
tiveness of the Assigned Judges
Program, which administers 
the Chief Justice’s assignment 
of active and retired judges to
the appellate and trial courts to
deal with judicial vacancies,
illnesses, disqualifications, ex-
cess workload, and calendar
congestion.

23
◆ In his annual State of the Ju-
diciary address, Chief Justice
George tells a joint session of the
California Legislature that cuts
in the judicial branch budget
threaten (1) public safety, (2)
services for families and chil-
dren, and (3) court proceedings
that protect consumers and help
keep the state’s business envi-
ronment stable.

◆ The AOC announces that
nominations are open to fill up-
coming vacancies on the Judi-
cial Council. New members will
begin their terms in September.

26
◆ The Model Juror Summons
Implementation Working Group
meets for the first time in San
Francisco to discuss the imple-
mentation of a new model sum-
mons statewide. The working
group—composed of judges, ex-
ecutive officers, jury managers,
other court administrators, and
AOC staff—will assist courts as
they begin using the new sum-

mons, which was designed to
help members of the public un-
derstand their jury obligations
and respond appropriately.

30
◆ The Court of Appeal, Sixth
Appellate District (San Jose)
holds oral argument away from
the court’s headquarters, at the
Monterey City Council cham-
bers. The Sixth Appellate Dis-
trict’s outreach program, like
those of other appellate districts
in the state, improves public un-
derstanding of the courts by
holding oral argument in varied
locations.

April

1
◆ Judge J. Richard Couzens of
the Superior Court of Placer
County and Judge Tricia Ann
Bigelow of the Superior Court of
Los Angeles County publish an
updated three-strikes sentenc-
ing guide that is greatly ex-
panded, reorganized to make
the law easier to find, and aug-
mented with additional hypo-
theticals to illustrate diverse
sentencing issues.

◆ The Superior Court of San
Mateo County publishes the sec-
ond edition of its online news-
letter aimed specifically at local
bar association members. The
newsletter is the latest step by
the court to increase and en-
hance communication with Bay
Area attorneys.

◆ Joining other courts in Cali-
fornia that have developed spe-
cialty courts to deal with
offenders with mental health
issues, the Superior Court of
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May–June 2000
Court News adds several new regular fea-
tures to broaden coverage and provide a fo-
rum for news, information, and commentary
from courts and judicial leaders. New sec-
tions include: In the News, highlighting
ways in which innovative programs and
news about local courts are communicated
through the media; County Profile, provid-
ing a snapshot of a county and its court,
including information on the number of
judicial positions, case filings, and demo-
graphics of constituents; and a regular
interview with a Judicial Council mem-
ber. Later, Court News adds a Movers &
Shakers feature, which spotlights judi-
cial officers and court staff who are
leading extraordinary programs in their
courts.

April–May 1995
The AOC unveils a new, larger (11” x 17”) tabloid format
for Court News to “encourage readers to utilize the publi-
cation more fully to share information and to network
among their colleagues.” The newspaper-like publication is
less costly to produce and, like its predecessor, is printed on
recycled paper.

2005
Court News—the bimonthly newsmagazine for the courts—changes its 
look and distribution. Starting in early 2005, the award-winning publica-
tion is re-released as a quarterly print magazine for general distribution
and a companion monthly online newsletter for court professionals. 
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Ventura County creates a new
juvenile mental health court.

◆ A new Research Update from
CFCC reports the results of a
survey of parents involved in
court-based child custody medi-
ations. As in earlier studies, a
vast majority of clients viewed
mediation as a good forum for
resolving their disputes.

8
◆ The California Supreme
Court adopts rules that permit
limited practice of law in Cali-
fornia by attorneys who are li-
censed in other jurisdictions but
not in California, including in-
house counsel; legal services at-
torneys; litigation attorneys in
California, in anticipation of
litigation or in connection with
litigation elsewhere; and non-
litigation attorneys temporarily
in California.

11
◆ The Judicial Council an-
nounces that nominations are
open to fill upcoming vacancies
on its advisory committees.
Members of the advisory com-
mittees volunteer their time and
expertise to study issues of
judicial administration. New
members begin their terms in
November.

14
◆ In conjunction with Alcohol
Education Week, the Superior
Court of Los Angeles County
holds an actual driving-under-
the-influence (DUI) trial at
Claremont High School. The
trial is the first of seven DUI
trials to be held in Los Angeles
County by the end of 2005.

◆ CJER hosts the ADA/Access
Coordinators Train-the-Trainer
Conference in San Francisco to
provide information on interact-
ing with persons with disabili-
ties, handling accommodation
requests and service animals,
and accessing the training pro-
grams and videos that are avail-
able for use by local courts.

19
◆ For the first time, CJER’s
Family Law, Probate and Mental
Health, and Juvenile Law Insti-
tutes are held in the same week
in conjunction with the spring
Continuing Judicial Studies
Program in Los Angeles.

20
◆ The first two chapters of the
California Juvenile Statistical
Abstract, dealing with juvenile
delinquency and juvenile de-
pendency, are posted to the In-
ternet. The abstract is a project
of CFCC to make statistical in-
formation about children and
families in the courts available
online. 

◆ The Judicial Council’s advi-
sory committee and task force
workplans, minutes, agendas,
rosters, fact sheets, and other re-
sources are made available on
Serranus, the California courts’
password-protected Web site.

◆ A new Web-enabled, consol-
idated case management system
is in development that will even-
tually replace both systems cur-
rently in use at the Courts of
Appeal and the Supreme Court.
Expected to be rolled out in
early 2005, the new system will
ensure standardized communi-
cation between trial and appel-
late court systems.

22
◆ CFCC’s 18th annual Family
Dispute Resolution Statewide
Educational Institute takes
place in Hollywood.

23
◆ The Judicial Council devotes
most of its business meeting to a
special hearing on the judicial
branch budget. The council hears
testimony from the public, from
law and justice partners, and
from court leaders and staff on
the effects of the State Budget on
court programs and services.

◆ At its business meeting the
council also (1) approves amend-
ments to the California Rules of
Court addressing petitions for
review, complex cases, limita-
tions on enhancements, uniform
bail and penalty procedures, and
other issues and (2) approves the
publication of a revised version
of the plain-language civil jury
instructions first published in
September 2003. The revisions
were made to reflect new devel-
opments in the law and to im-
prove the accuracy and clarity of
the instructions.

◆ The Judicial Council begins
live audiocasts of its business
meetings on the California
Courts Web site.

27
◆ A special live AOC-TV broad-
cast commemorating Brown v.
Board of Education explores
California’s contribution to the
1954 decision, the role of judi-
cial independence in shaping
and sustaining the rights of
Americans, and the impact of
the decision on justice and the
courts today.

◆ The Superior Court of Santa
Clara County announces that its
Web site was selected by the Na-
tional Center for State Courts as
one of the 10 best court Web sites
in the United States and Canada.

28
◆ The Ash Institute for Demo-
cratic Governance and Innova-
tion at Harvard University’s
Kennedy School of Government
announces that the Superior

Court of San Diego County’s
homeless court program is a fi-
nalist in the Innovations in
American Government Award
competition.

May

1
◆ EZLegalFile, a Web-based
system for self-guided online
completion of forms, is now
available in 30 of the 58 supe-
rior courts. In March of this year,
5,759 litigants used the system.

◆ Since November, three more
trial courts—those in Placer, San
Luis Obispo, and Tulare Coun-
ties—have made the transition to
the Court Accounting and Re-
porting System, the uniform
statewide accounting system
that is helping streamline the fis-
cal operations of the trial courts.

3
◆ Courts observe Law Day and
Law Week with a variety of out-
reach activities, often involving
schools, local bar associations,
and other justice agencies.

5
◆ The state’s judicial law li-
brarians hold their annual
meeting at the Fourth District of
the Court of Appeal, in Santa
Ana. The group discusses and
shares information on budgets,
Web sites and online resources,
strategic planning, cataloguing,
LexisNexis and Thomson/West,
and the rapidly changing land-
scape of information available to
court libraries.

6
◆ Judicial branch human re-
sources leaders gather in Sacra-
mento for the third annual
Judicial Branch Human Re-
sources Conference. They ad-
dress workforce management
and development, compensation
strategy, performance manage-
ment, legal updates, and trends
in labor and employee relations.

◆ At the third annual Califor-
nia Judicial Branch Human
Resources Conference, the Su-
perior Court of San Bernardino
County receives the Innovation
Award for its interactive Court
Virtual Education and Training
program.

7
◆ The Superior Court of River-
side County opens its first legal
self-help center, in Indio. The
new center is among the grow-
ing number of self-help centers
at courts throughout the state.

10
◆ Courts across the state cele-
brate Juror Appreciation Week

to honor Californians who par-
ticipate in jury duty. The judicial
branch continues to implement
statewide initiatives to improve
jury service, including plain-
language jury instructions, an
easy-to-understand model juror
summons, and technology sys-
tems that allow jurors to check
the status of their service or get
information via telephone or the
Internet.

11
◆ For the first time, state courts
hold regional meetings to dis-
cuss emergency preparedness
and to plan for continuity of op-
erations.

13
◆ The Governor’s Office an-
nounces a fiscal year 2004–
2005 funding proposal for the
judicial branch as part of the
Governor’s May Revision. The
revised budget includes net in-
creases, in relation to the Gov-
ernor’s January proposal, of
roughly $99 million for trial
courts and $4.3 million for the
Supreme Court, Courts of Ap-
peal, and AOC. The additional
funding included in the Gover-
nor’s revised budget proposal is
the result of several months of
discussions between the judicial
and executive branches, with
consideration of documented
trial court costs.

◆ The State Information Offi-
cers Council, at its annual awards
luncheon in Sacramento, pre-
sents Gold Awards for Excellence
in Government Communications
to Court News, the California
courts’ bimonthly newsmagazine,
and California Courts News, the
branch’s monthly video news-
magazine for court professionals.

15
◆ With the assistance of a grant
from the Foundation of the State
Bar, the Superior Court of
Alameda County hosts the South
County Juvenile Justice Forum
at Glad Tidings Church in Hay-
ward. The forum brings to-
gether representatives of the
justice community, service
providers, faith-based organiza-
tions, youth, parents, and neigh-
borhood associations to engage
in meaningful dialogue about
critical issues surrounding juve-
nile justice.

17
◆ A special symposium in
Sacramento commemorates the
50th anniversary of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s landmark
decision in Brown v. Board of
Education. The statewide sym-
posium brings together judges,
court administrators and staff,
members of the State Bar, and
others to honor the decision and
its legacy.

18
◆ The California Court of Ap-
peal Judicial Attorney Manual, a
comprehensive reference for
both new and experienced at-
torneys who work in the appel-
late courts, is updated to reflect
advances in appellate practices
and procedures, including the
significant changes in legal
research brought about by
developments in information
technology.

19
◆ The Superior Court of San
Joaquin County offers congratu-
lations to graduates of the
county’s pilot truancy court pro-
gram in a ceremony at Morada
Middle School in Lodi.

◆ Hundreds of attorneys are
honored in a ceremony orga-
nized by the Superior Court of
Los Angeles County to recognize
volunteers who served as tem-
porary judges during 2003. In
that year, more than 850 attor-
neys participated in the court’s
Temporary Judge Program and
contributed a combined 5,380
days, representing nearly $3
million in cost savings for the
court.

20
◆ Unionized court employees
in San Francisco County demon-
strate outside their courthouse
over a dispute involving contract
negotiations. The action follows
similar labor disputes in Los An-
geles, San Joaquin, and San Luis
Obispo Counties.

21
◆ The Superior Court of Men-
docino County recognizes Drug
Court Month with a presenta-
tion to judges, court administra-
tors, members of the Juvenile
Justice Commission and the
Mental Health Advisory Board,
and other county officials. The
Mendocino event, which ad-
dresses several issues of drug
courts, is just one of many proj-
ects of superior courts around
the state to highlight drug
courts.

24
◆ The Judicial Council an-
nounces that it will partner with
the California Judges Associa-
tion (CJA) and the State Bar of
California to sponsor a statewide
bench-bar event. The new event,
scheduled for September 6–10,
2005, will bring together the CJA
annual meeting, the State Bar an-
nual meeting, and a new council-
sponsored judicial conference. 

25
◆ The California Supreme
Court hears oral arguments in
two same-sex marriage cases. In
an unprecedented outreach ef-
fort, AOC-TV, the California
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Channel, C-SPAN, and Court
TV carry live broadcasts of the
proceedings. A live audiocast is
also broadcast on the California
Courts Web site.

◆ A new Web site describes the
California Community Justice
Project. The project promotes
awareness and understanding of
community justice principles
and practices, facilitates infor-
mation sharing, and assists in the
development of local programs.

June

2
◆ The statewide Bench-Bar
Coalition visits the Capitol for its
“Day in Sacramento.” Panels of
judges, bar leaders, and legal
services organizations meet with
legislators to discuss issues af-
fecting the bench and bar, in-
cluding the State Budget and
collaborative efforts to ensure
stable and adequate funding for
the judicial branch.

6
◆ Judicial officers from
throughout the state attend
CJER’s Domestic Violence Judi-
cial Institute in San Francisco,
which includes workshops on
judicial fact finding, fairness and
cultural issues, decision-making
skills and enforcement, and vic-
tim and perpetrator behaviors.

7
◆ For three weeks in June, the
Superior Court of Riverside
County reassigns all 12 of its
civil judges to hear criminal
cases—postponing more than
100 civil trials—to reduce a sub-
stantial backlog in criminal
cases awaiting trial.

◆ Governor Schwarzenegger
signs Assembly Bill 782 (Kehoe).
The bill establishes procedures
for parties who are divorcing or
legally separating to request that
information identifying their as-
sets and liabilities be sealed.

9
◆ Judicial leaders come to-
gether to commemorate the
150th anniversary of the Mari-
posa County Courthouse, the
oldest courthouse in continuous
use in California.

11
◆ The U.S. Department of Jus-
tice’s Office on Violence Against
Women awards the Superior
Court of Santa Clara County a
$1.2 million federal grant to ex-
amine supervised visitation cen-
ters’ most promising practices to
keep victims of domestic vio-
lence and their children safe
from further abuse. The court
worked in collaboration with
the Counties of San Mateo and 

Santa Cruz to secure the grant,
one of only four awarded in the
nation.

13
◆ New judges, commissioners,
and referees come together in
San Francisco at the 2004 B. E.
Witkin Judicial College of Cali-
fornia to learn about their new
court assignments, review
changes in the law, and ex-
change information with judges
from across the state.

14
◆ Chief Justice George ap-
points five new members to the
Judicial Council: Presiding Jus-
tice Candace D. Cooper, Second
Appellate District, Division
Eight; Presiding Judge Suzanne
N. Kingsbury, Superior Court of
El Dorado County; Presiding
Judge Douglas P. Miller, Supe-
rior Court of Riverside County;
Tamara Lynn Beard, Executive
Officer, Superior Court of
Fresno County; and James E.
Herman, former president of the
State Bar of California and part-
ner in the Santa Barbara law
firm Reicker, Pfau, Pyle, McRoy
& Herman. All new members are
appointed for three-year terms
that begin on September 15.

15
◆ The Judicial Council releases
its annual Court Statistics Re-
port, summarizing 10-year case-
load trends for the California
court system.

16
◆ Public Counsel, a Los Ange-
les pro bono law office that as-
sists low-income individuals,
presents Chief Justice Ronald M.
George with its William O.
Douglas Award. The award, the
organization’s highest honor, is
given to a national figure who
works to protect equal access to
justice, freedom of expression,
and equal rights under the law.

17
◆ In its Burbank office, the
AOC holds the first of three re-
gional meetings on improving
the management of court records.
Based on discussions at the
meetings, AOC staff is preparing
a records management improve-
ment plan and a report to help
courts share effective practices
with one another.

18
◆ Participants at the spring is-
sues meeting of the Judicial
Council’s Trial Court Presiding
Judges and Court Executives Ad-
visory Committees in Burlingame
share ideas and perspectives on
the resource equity model, bud-
get allocation methodologies,
court-county relationships, and
labor negotiations.

23
◆ At its business meeting the
Judicial Council: approves a vol-
untary program in which 10
courts will pilot proposed case-
load standards for counsel who
represent children and parents
in dependency cases; resolves to
support a recent report of the
Pew Commission on Children 
in Foster Care that calls for a 
far-reaching overhaul of the
nation’s foster care system, in-
cluding judicial system reforms
that would give children greater
priority; adopts rules that ap-
portion responsibility and estab-
lish a system to provide for
decision making regarding ap-
pellate and trial court facilities,
including operations, capital im-
provements, and construction;
amends the rule that established
the Court Interpreters Advisory
Panel, to reduce the panel’s size
from 17 to 11 members (consis-
tent with recent council actions
to increase the efficiency of its
committees by decreasing their
size); and approves policies and
procedures for annual trial court
travel expenses, as required by
Government Code section 69505.

24
◆ The Superior Court of Los
Angeles County announces that
it will close three of its court-
house facilities in July due to
budget constraints. The closures
mirror the cost-saving actions
many other courts across the
state are taking, including addi-
tional facility closures, reduc-
tions in night courts and other
specialty court operations, staff
furloughs and layoffs, and re-
ductions in clerks’ office hours
and court security.

29
◆ The AOC’s Statewide Labor
Relations Forum in Burbank
provides executive officers and
other designated court repre-
sentatives with a platform for
problem solving, information
sharing, education, and discus-
sion of issues. 

July

1
◆ The U.S. General Accounting
Office recognizes the Superior
Court of San Francisco County’s
probate court as an exemplary
program.

◆ The AOC and the State Bar
publish a new guide, Effective
Representation of Children in
Juvenile Delinquency Court,
which provides information on
the dual roles of attorneys for
children in juvenile court—
defending a child against the al-
legations and working to have
the child receive care, treat-
ment, and guidance consistent
with his or her best interest.

◆ Six superior courts since Jan-
uary 2004 have signed up for
the judicial branch’s voluntary,
statewide master agreement for
payroll services. These courts—
the Superior Courts of Butte, El
Dorado, Monterey, San Benito,
Sutter, and Tulare Counties—
bring to 15 the total number of
courts that have signed up for
the services.

◆ The Superior Court of Ala-
meda County opens its first chil-
dren’s waiting room, at the Hall
of Justice in Hayward. The wait-
ing room is just one of many
around the state that provide a
safe place for children to wait
while their parents conduct
business at the courthouse.

5
◆ Governor Schwarzenegger
signs Senate Bill 1284 (Mor-
row), which clarifies procedures
for filing confidential reports on
children involved in court pro-
ceedings, including procedures
for filing psychological evalua-
tions of a child, recommenda-
tions regarding custody and
visitation, and written state-
ments of issues and contentions
submitted by the child’s court-
appointed attorney.

7
◆ At a special budget meeting,
the Judicial Council takes action
on items expected to be in the
State Budget for fiscal year
2004–2005, including $77.5
million in unallocated reduc-
tions for the trial courts. The
council approves one-time use
of reserve funding in 19 trial
courts, to reduce the statewide
impact of the anticipated unal-
located reductions, and for the
first time votes to manage the re-
maining budget reductions not
solely on a prorated basis but by
considering a variety of factors,
including case filings and ad-
justed base funding.

12
◆ The California Highway Pa-
trol (CHP) issues its 1,756th au-
tomated traffic citation in
Ventura County. The Superior
Court of Ventura County and
CHP are working on a pilot pro-
gram that enables officers to
generate automated traffic tick-
ets using a handheld computer,
rather than write up traditional
paper citations. Project organiz-
ers are expanding the program
to Los Angeles County this
month, with an eventual goal of
statewide implementation. 

13
◆ The National Association for
Court Management presents the
Superior Court of Orange County
with its Justice Achievement
Award in recognition of the
court’s I-CAN! (Interactive Com-
munity Assistance Network) proj-
ect. Available in English and
Spanish via both kiosks and the

Internet, the I-CAN! legal services
system enables self-represented
litigants to prepare official legal
forms for filing with the court.

16
◆ Governor Schwarzenegger
appoints John Davies judicial
appointments advisor. Mr. Davies
will work with the Governor,
Chief of Staff Patricia Clarey,
and Legal Affairs Secretary Pe-
ter Siggins to establish the judi-
cial appointment process and
screen judicial appointment
candidates.

23
◆ Making his first judicial ap-
pointments, Governor Schwarz-
enegger appoints Debra L. Givens
to the Superior Court of Yuba
County and Richard K. Specchio
to the Superior Court of Alpine
County. The Governor’s ap-
pointments allow Givens and
Specchio, elected in March, to
immediately take their positions
on the bench.

27
◆ A master calendar posted to
the California court system’s
password-protected Web site
provides a central source of in-
formation for training, confer-
ences, meetings, and other
statewide events for court lead-
ers and staff.

30
◆ Governor Schwarzenegger
signs the State Budget Act of
2004. The judicial branch bud-
get includes additional funding
advocated by the council to
cover the increased costs of
court operations and enacts sig-
nificant systemic changes that
will improve the stability and
predictability of funding for the
courts.

August

1
◆ The Collaborative Court-
County Working Group on En-
hanced Collections releases a
report containing guidelines
and standards for court-county
collections teams to use as a road
map in creating or enhancing
their collections programs. The
working group members in-
clude representatives of the
courts, California State Associa-
tion of Counties, California
Youth Authority, Department of
Corrections, Franchise Tax
Board, State Controller’s Office,
and Victim Compensation and
Government Claims Board.

◆ The criminal and traffic
module of the California Case
Management System, com-
monly known as V2, is installed
at the California Courts Tech-
nology Center in Newark, Cali-
fornia. User validation testing

COURT NEWS JANUARY 2005 52004YEARINREVIEW



JANUARY 2005 COURT NEWS

gets under way, and discussions
of piloting the system at the Su-
perior Court of Alameda County
move forward.

◆ The Superior Courts of
Solano and Yolo Counties be-
come members of the statewide
Benefits Program for the Supe-
rior Courts of California, bring-
ing the total number of courts in
the program to 16. Eight more
superior courts are expected to
join the program in January
2005.

5
◆ The Supplemental Report of
the 2004 Budget Act, compiled
by the Legislative Analyst’s Of-
fice, reiterates the intent of the
Legislature to ensure that trial
court baseline funding is suffi-
cient to support annual court
operations, and directs the Judi-
cial Council to develop an im-
proved budgeting process for
court funding by June 30, 2005.

10
◆ Presiding judges and court
executives gather at three re-
gional meetings to discuss pro-
tocols for effective branchwide
communications. The meetings
are part of an ambitious effort to
improve communications be-
tween the AOC and the courts,
among the courts, and between
these entities and judicial
branch stakeholders.

12
◆ During a seven-hour period
after the Supreme Court an-
nounces its decision on the le-
gality of the same-sex marriages
performed in San Francisco, the
opinion in Lockyer v. San Fran-
cisco is accessed more than 8,000
times on the court’s Web site.

16
◆ Governor Schwarzenegger
signs Senate Bill 1102 (Commit-
tee on Budget and Fiscal Re-
view), a trailer bill to the
2004–2005 Budget Act that al-
lows the judicial branch to sub-
mit the annual trial court budget
request using the previous year’s
budget as the basis for the com-
ing fiscal year. The new process,
based on the State Appropria-
tions Limit (SAL), promises to
help ensure more stable funding
for court operations.

◆ The AOC hosts the Court
Clerk Training Institute, consist-
ing of three one-week sessions at
the Sheraton Gateway Hotel in
Los Angeles.

24
◆ Governor Schwarzenegger
signs Senate Bill 749 (Escutia),
amending the Trial Court Facil-
ities Act of 2002. The bill es-
tablishes the Court Facilities
Architecture Revolving Fund,
revises the way in which coun-
ties calculate their utilities costs

for the purpose of payments to
the Court Facilities Trust Fund,
and allows for recognition of en-
ergy conservation measures that
will benefit the state.

◆ The California Courts Web
site and the Web sites of the Su-
perior Courts of Riverside and
Sacramento Counties receive
2004 Justice Served Top 10 Court
Website Awards. The sites were
chosen from among 2,400 court
system Web sites worldwide.

27
◆ At its business meeting the
Judicial Council: votes to seek
legislation and funding to add
150 new judgeships to the Cali-
fornia trial courts over the next
three years; approves prelimi-
nary statewide guidelines and
standards for enhancing trial
court collections and paves the
way for further study of im-
proved collection methods by a
statewide working group repre-
senting all three branches of
government; approves the
fourth and final installment of
the Appellate Advisory Commit-
tee’s multiyear project to revise
the appellate rules of the Cali-
fornia Rules of Court; approves
new criteria for reimbursement
of Trial Court Trust Fund re-
serves to trial courts that in-
curred reserve reductions in
fiscal year 2004–2005, to par-
tially offset a statewide unallo-
cated reduction in funds for
courts; and directs the AOC to
develop a budget package that
applies the estimated SAL ad-
justment rate to the overall trial
court base funding.

◆ With this meeting, the coun-
cil begins posting reports and
materials to be discussed at its
business meetings on the Cali-
fornia Courts Web site in ad-
vance of the meetings. Reports
and audiocasts of the meetings
are archived on the site.

◆ Governor Schwarzenegger
signs Senate Bill 246 (Escutia),
containing the first legislative
changes recommended by the
Collaborative Court-County Work-
ing Group on Enhanced Collec-
tions. The Judicial Council–
sponsored legislation permits
courts and local governments to
accept debit cards and electronic
payments, expands the types of
debts eligible for collection pro-
grams, and extends the Fran-
chise Tax Board’s court-ordered
debt collection program, which
was to sunset in 2006.

◆ More than 150 legal services
and court staff, law librarians,
and bar representatives come
together in San Francisco for
Connecting the Dots: Statewide
Stakeholders Meeting, hosted
by the AOC and the Legal
Services Coordinating Council.
Participants discuss online re-
sources, juvenile services, media
planning, appellate assistance,
language barriers, family law,
court–legal services coopera-
tion, and other topics.

◆ A new Web site developed by
the Public Interest Clearing-
house provides substantive legal
information on civil matters and
referrals to legal assistance in all
58 California counties. Unique
in California, the site offers help
in areas of federal law such as
immigration, bankruptcy, dis-
ability, and civil rights, as well as
features for seniors and Native
Americans.

30
◆ Thirty-one courts have auto-
mated their statistical reporting
to the Administrative Office of
the Courts (AOC) through
JBSIS (the Judicial Branch
Statistical Reporting System),
thereby improving the accessi-
bility, accuracy, and timeliness
of court data for the judicial
branch.

September

1
◆ The AOC announces that
Siemens, which hosts the Cali-
fornia Court Technology Center
in Newark, California, has part-
nered with SunGard to provide
the center with disaster recovery
support to ensure continuity of
court business operations in the
event of a data center emergency. 

◆ More than 2,000 users in the
courts and the AOC have regis-
tered to create or participate in
60-plus CLASS (Collaborating,
Learning, and Sharing Space)
sites on the Web. The CLASS sites
facilitate online courses, meet-
ings, and information sharing.

9
◆ Court leaders come together
to build on a decade of court and
community responses to domes-
tic violence at the Family Vio-
lence and the Courts: 10th
Anniversary conference, taking
place in San Francisco.

14
◆ Governor Schwarzenegger
signs Senate Bill 58 (Johnson),
which requires the district attor-
ney and the court in each county
to establish a procedure for pro-
tecting personal information.
The bill applies to information
about witnesses or victims con-
tained in the police reports that
are sometimes submitted in sup-
port of a criminal complaint, an
indictment, a search warrant, or
an arrest warrant.

◆ With Riverside County’s
judges weighed down by heavy
caseloads, the county board of
supervisors passes a resolution
calling on Governor Schwarz-
enegger to appoint more judicial
officers to the fast-growing area.

15
◆ The California State Sheriffs
Association and the AOC co-
sponsor the first-of-its-kind
2004 Court Security Seminar in
San Diego. Nearly 200 judges,
court managers, and law enforce-
ment managers and supervisors
discuss continuity-of-operations
planning, dignitary protection,
high-profile and high-security
trials, and other court security
issues.

◆ A special edition of AOC-
TV’s Inside Justice features At-
torney General Bill Lockyer
sharing his observations about
trial court unification, Depart-
ment of Justice cases, proce-
dures that are working, and
what the courts can do better.

17
◆ Governor Schwarzenegger
appoints Justice Norman L. Ep-
stein presiding justice of the
Court of Appeal, Second Appel-
late District, Division Four (Los
Angeles). Justice Epstein fills the
vacancy created by the retire-
ment of Presiding Justice
Charles S. Vogel.

18
◆ More than 400 interpreters
attend the first AOC-sponsored
statewide forum for interpreters,
in Universal City. Participants
choose from among 20 work-
shops on topics such as relay in-
terpreting, team interpreting,
American Sign Language inter-
preting, and confidential and
privileged communication.

22
◆ The Assembly Bill 1058
Child Support Training Confer-
ence in San Jose brings together
child support commissioners,
family law facilitators, and ad-
ministrative, accounting, and
court clerical staff to hear about
the latest developments in child
support.

23
◆ Researchers at the University
of California at Los Angeles re-
lease a second-year independent
evaluation of California’s Sub-
stance Abuse and Crime Preven-
tion Act (Prop. 36). The report
states that the “show rate,” or per-
centage of offenders sentenced
under the proposition who enter
drug abuse treatment, is much
higher in counties that sentence
Proposition 36 defendants using
a drug court approach.

27
◆ Governor Schwarzenegger
signs Assembly Bill 3079 (Com-
mittee on Judiciary), which au-
thorizes the compensation of
retired subordinate judicial offi-
cers sitting on assignment in a
manner analogous to the com-
pensation of retired judges; ex-
tends temporary restraining

orders in cases of court emer-
gency; eliminates appellate fil-
ing fees in specified mental
health and juvenile cases; pro-
vides access for Court Appointed
Special Advocates to social
workers’ reports; and clarifies a
rule of court on attorney contact
information in dependency cases.

October 

1
◆ The Superior Court of Ven-
tura County launches its new
Performance Success Program,
which encompasses perfor-
mance appraisal, professional
development, and employee
recognition for its staff.

4
◆ Graduates of the recent B. E.
Witkin Judicial College of Cali-
fornia attend meetings at their
respective AOC regional offices
to discuss judicial branch gover-
nance, judicial independence,
and other issues related to state-
wide judicial administration.
Administrative Director of the
Courts William C. Vickrey, AOC
Chief Deputy Director Ronald
G. Overholt, and Judicial Coun-
cil members join AOC regional
administrative directors in dis-
cussions with new judges.

5
◆ The first round of visits to se-
lected superior courts begins for
California’s Court Improvement
Project Reassessment. The fed-
erally mandated study will ana-
lyze California’s compliance with
federal statutory mandates by—
for instance—evaluating how
courts process child abuse and
neglect cases and reviewing
California law and rules to en-
sure consistency with federal
requirements.

6
◆ In his State of the Judiciary
address at the annual meeting of
the State Bar in Monterey, Chief
Justice George discusses efforts
and new initiatives to ensure sta-
ble and predictable funding for
the judicial branch, resources
for habeas corpus counsel, re-
vised appellate rules and jury in-
structions, and other means by
which the California courts are
improving access to the legal
system.

7
◆ The AOC sponsors the first
Labor Relations Statewide Fo-
rum in Sacramento. The pro-
gram offers instruction on
responding to charges of unfair
labor practices under the Public
Employment Relations Board,
provides updates on legislation
and collective bargaining issues,
and allows court human re-
sources staff to share best prac-
tices and discuss hot topics.
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◆ Chief Justice George joins lo-
cal officials at the dedication of
San Bernardino County’s new
juvenile dependency court and
Department of Children’s Ser-
vices building.

8
◆ Founders of San Diego
County’s homeless court pro-
gram and key players from sim-
ilar programs in Bakersfield, Los
Angeles, Ventura, and Albuquer-
que come together in San Diego
to examine the special needs of
the homeless population at the
American Bar Association’s Tak-
ing It to the Streets: A National
Conference on Homeless Courts. 

12
◆ CFCC publishes the Unified
Courts for Families Deskbook: A
Guide for California Courts on
Unifying and Coordinating Fam-
ily and Juvenile Law Matters.
The deskbook discusses due
process and confidentiality issues
and offers detailed suggestions
on approaches to coordination
in the major case types most fre-
quently included in a unified
court strategy.

15
◆ At its business meeting the
Judicial Council: adopts a rule of
court that will allow courts to
post criminal records on the
Internet in high-profile trials;
adopts a rule that (1) implements
a new statutory requirement re-
garding jury service to accom-
modate the scheduling needs of
certain peace officers and (2)
recommends a new accommo-
dation for all prospective jurors
(where practical)—a one-time
deferral of jury service; approves
revisions to the plain-language
civil jury instructions first pub-
lished in September 2003;
adopts and amends rules related
to the management of complex
civil actions; adopts a rule that
requires each trial court to pro-
vide a drop box for depositing
documents if the clerk’s office
closes at any time between 8:30
a.m. and 4:00 p.m.; amends rules
to clarify the standards for edu-
cation, training, and experience
of mediators and evaluators in
family and juvenile law and
child custody proceedings; and
adopts rules and forms that con-
form to statutory changes in pri-
vacy notices and to procedures
for dissolution, legal separation,
and annulment of domestic
partnerships. 

◆ For the sixth consecutive
year, the Judicial Council passes
a resolution proclaiming that
November is California’s Court
Adoption and Permanency
Month. The resolution focuses
attention on securing perma-
nent homes for children in the
state’s foster care system by en-
couraging courts and communi-
ties to address the importance of
adoption and permanency plan-
ning in their counties.

18
◆ Kathleen Howard succeeds
Ray LeBov as director of the
AOC Office of Governmental Af-
fairs, which directs the Judicial
Council’s legislative advocacy
program for the California
courts. Mr. LeBov retires from
state service in December and
continues his legislative advo-
cacy career in the private sector.

20
◆ One hundred college stu-
dents volunteering for Jus-
ticeCorps are sworn in at a
ceremony at the Stanley Mosk
Courthouse in Los Angeles.
Funded through an AmeriCorps
grant, the new JusticeCorps pro-
gram is a collaboration of courts,
universities, and legal aid pro-
viders in which volunteers are
trained to assist self-represented
litigants in 10 Los Angeles–area
self-help legal access centers.

21
◆ Court, county, and state judi-
cial leaders come together at the
Larson Justice Center in River-
side County to celebrate the first
transfer of a court facility from a
county to the state in accor-
dance with the Trial Court Fa-
cilities Act of 2002.

26
◆ The AOC hosts the first
Regional Legislation Implemen-
tation Forum, where court su-
pervisors and managers develop
strategies and procedures for
implementing new laws impact-
ing court operations.

November

1
◆ The judicial branch initiates
a survey of attorneys and the
general public to measure Cali-
fornians’ trust and confidence in
the courts, evaluate court per-
formance, and identify ways to
increase public support and sat-
isfaction. The final results will
be presented at the Statewide
Judicial Branch Conference in
September 2005.

◆ Courts observe Court Adop-
tion and Permanency Month
with a variety of special events
designed to expedite and show-
case adoptions in their counties.
Nearly 98,000 children in Cali-
fornia are living apart from their
families in out-of-home care. 

◆ CFCC launches the Perma-
nency Project. This educational
project, sponsored by the Cali-
fornia Department of Social Ser-
vices, provides training on issues
related to permanency, including
reunification as a permanency
option, concurrent planning,
and termination of parental
rights.

◆ The Superior Courts of Mon-
terey, San Benito, Santa Clara,
and Santa Cruz Counties an-
nounce the start of a regional
volunteer and intern program
designed to recruit unpaid
workers to augment (not re-
place) regular court staff.

◆ November marks the 100th
anniversary of the constitutional
amendment that established the
first three Courts of Appeal in
California. The amendment be-
came effective in January 1905,
and the first judicial appoint-
ments were made in April of that
year. A steering committee is
planning several statewide proj-
ects to commemorate the anni-
versary in 2005, including a
special court session, an anni-
versary dinner, and the publica-
tion of informational materials
for the public.

◆ The Sixth District of the
Court of Appeal celebrates its
20-year anniversary. Headquar-
tered in San Jose and addressing
appeals in four counties—Santa
Clara, San Benito, Santa Cruz,
and Monterey—the Sixth Appel-
late District is one of the six in-
termediate courts of review in
California.

◆ Chief Justice George ap-
points 63 new members to fill
vacancies on 15 of the Judicial
Council’s specialized advisory
committees. The new ap-
pointees include justices, judges,
commissioners, court adminis-
trators, and attorneys. 

2
◆ The newly appointed Court
Facilities Transitional Task
Force holds its first meeting in
San Francisco. The task force
will offer advice and recommen-
dations on issues related to ap-
pellate and trial court facilities,
including acquisition, mainte-
nance, and transfers from the
counties to the state.

8
◆ Representatives of Mexico’s
Federal Judiciary Council visit
the AOC to participate in a
justice system roundtable with
California judicial leaders and
representatives from the Gover-
nor’s Office, the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, and the California
Public Defenders Association.
The roundtable results in a com-
mitment to developing recipro-
cal education programs that will
allow participants from Mexico
and California to share infor-
mation and will ensure mutual
understanding of the adminis-
tration of justice in Mexico and
California.

9
◆ The AOC debuts a new sec-
tion of the California Courts Web
site that allows courts to share
promising practices and innova-
tive ideas with court administra-
tors and stakeholders statewide.

12
◆ Working with court repre-
sentatives, the AOC Office of
Court Construction and Man-
agement selects architectural
firms for 10 superior court
demonstration projects de-
scribed in the Judicial Council’s
Trial Court Five-Year Capital
Outlay Plan. Contract negotia-
tions get under way with the
firms selected for construction
projects in El Dorado, Fresno,
Imperial, Los Angeles, Mari-
posa, Orange, Placer, Plumas,
and San Diego Counties.

◆ The jury in People v. Scott Pe-
terson find Scott Peterson guilty
of murdering his wife and un-
born son. The jury’s decision
ends nearly six months of testi-
mony and arguments in the guilt
phase of the trial, which has re-
sulted in hundreds of thousands
of dollars in estimated court and
county costs.

17
◆ A special roundtable-style,
interactive AOC-TV broadcast
features judicial experts exam-
ining jury selection methods,
techniques for managing voir
dire, and procedures for han-
dling Wheeler/Batson motions.

18
◆ United States Supreme Court
Justice Anthony M. Kennedy
presents the 2004 William H.
Rehnquist Award for Judicial
Excellence to Superior Court of
Santa Clara County Judge
Leonard P. Edwards at a cere-
mony at the U.S. Supreme Court
in Washington, D.C. One of the
most prestigious judicial honors
in the country, the Rehnquist
Award is presented annually by
the National Center for State
Courts to a state court judge who
exemplifies the highest level of
judicial excellence, integrity,
fairness, and professional ethics.

19
◆ California’s State-Federal
Judicial Council convenes in
San Francisco. The joint council
of state and federal jurists hears
reports on tribal court relations,
self-represented litigants, and
the coordination of large cases
and resources. 

23
◆ Chief Justice George ap-
points a new Supreme Court ad-
visory committee to review the
current standards used by the
Courts of Appeal and the
Supreme Court to determine
which Court of Appeal opinions
should be certified for publica-
tion. The 13-member committee,
led by Supreme Court Justice
Kathryn Mickle Werdegar, will
submit its report by June 2005.

30
◆ The California Supreme
Court amends the Code of Judi-
cial Ethics by adopting a canon
that describes how the code ap-
plies to judges who are on leave
while running for other public
office; modifying the list of
canons that apply to retired
judges sitting on assignment;
clarifying that subordinate judi-
cial officers are subject to the
code and, like other judicial of-
ficers, are not allowed to prac-
tice law while serving on the
bench; and adopting a canon
that conforms the ethics code to
recent changes in the Code of
Civil Procedure and precludes
judges from hearing matters
concerning alternative dispute
resolution providers under cer-
tain circumstances.

December

1
◆ More than 1,000 judicial
branch staff throughout the
state have completed computer
training classes sponsored by the
AOC Information Services Divi-
sion. Courses include basic
through advanced Microsoft Of-
fice, Project, Adobe, Visio, and
others.

3
◆ Making his first discretionary
judicial appointments (notwith-
standing judicial officers await-
ing appointment following their
election), Governor Schwarz-
enegger appoints Superior
Court of Sacramento County
Judge Tani Gorre Cantil-
Sakauye to the Court of Appeal,
Third Appellate District. He also
makes appointments to the Su-
perior Courts of Merced and San
Mateo Counties.

6
◆ The AOC releases the 2004
Court News Legislative Sum-
mary, highlighting the more
than 100 bills that affect the
courts or are of general interest
to the court community and that
were signed into law during the
second year of the 2003–2004
Legislative Session.

7
◆ The first three cases of the
California Supreme Court’s spe-
cial oral argument session in San
Diego are broadcast live on the
California Channel. More than
1,100 high school and law stu-
dents either attend the session
or view the broadcast at their
schools. Some students attend-
ing the session ask questions of
the justices, while those viewing
at their schools are led in discus-
sions by teams of judges and at-
torneys. A Web site developed by
the Court of Appeal in San Diego
provides case summaries, study
guides, and information about the
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judicial system, as well as unique
pages for volunteers, educators,
the public, and the media.

8
◆ The 15th annual Beyond the
Bench conference in San Jose ad-
dresses issues of juvenile justice,
child welfare, family violence,
substance abuse, education, and
community engagement.

10
◆ At its business meeting the
Judicial Council: votes to spon-
sor legislation that will establish
uniform civil fees for the same
services in all 58 California
counties and votes to support a
proposed 2006 bond measure
for courthouse renovation and
construction, as well as legisla-
tion that would enable the state
to accept transfer of trial court
facilities with seismic deficien-

cies by modifying current facil-
ity standards; updates the Trial
Court Five-Year Capital Outlay
Plan, allowing superior courts to
reorder their facility projects
within their own counties; au-
thorizes allocation of funding
for trial court staff’s negotiated
salary increases and benefit in-
creases, as well as increases in
contract security staff’s salaries
and benefits, as provided in the
Budget Act of 2004; revises the
Operating Guidelines and Direc-
tives for Budget Management in
the Judicial Branch to reflect dy-
namic changes in the courts’
budget process and respond to
courts’ requests for more flexi-
bility in meeting these policies;
approves a new methodology for
allocating 80 percent of the
amount of fee, fine, and forfei-
ture revenue deposited in the
Trial Court Improvement Fund
for any fiscal year that exceeds
the amount received in fiscal
year 2002–2003; approves allo-

cation of available funds from
the Trial Court Trust Fund to re-
imburse expenditures for court-
appointed counsel in fiscal years
2002–2003 and 2003–2004 that
exceed the base funding amount
allocated for court-appointed
counsel services in juvenile de-
pendency proceedings; adopts
guidelines for reimbursing trial
courts for their extraordinary
costs associated with homicide
trials and prisoner hearings; and
establishes the Trial Court Bud-
get Working Group, consisting of
trial court representatives that
will facilitate full discussion and
review of critical trial court bud-
get-related matters and provide
broader representation to courts
statewide.

13
◆ The AOC notifies the Supe-
rior Courts of Contra Costa, Los
Angeles, Santa Barbara, and
Sonoma Counties that they have

been awarded grant funding—
from the California Traffic and
Safety Program of the Office of
Traffic and Safety—for planning,
implementation, and evaluation
of juvenile DUI drug courts and
peer/youth DUI and traffic
safety programs.

16 
◆ The Superior Court of Santa
Clara County holds a ground-
breaking ceremony for its Mor-
gan Hill Courthouse. The project
is the result of a seven-year co-
operative effort involving the
court, Santa Clara County, and
the City of Morgan Hill. The new
courthouse is expected to be
completed and ready for occu-
pancy in August 2006.

31
◆ Court News, the bimonthly
newsmagazine for the courts,
prepares to publish its final
issue in January. Reflecting the
changing needs and increased
capabilities of California’s courts,
the award-winning publication
is re-released as a monthly on-
line newsletter and a quarterly
print publication. ■
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New Bills Affect
Courts
A special edition of Court News highlights
the more than 100 bills that were signed
into law during the second year of the
2003–2004 Legislative Session and that af-
fect the courts or are of general interest to
the court community.  

The Court News 2004 Legislative Sum-
mary, published in December, provides
brief descriptions of the bills and indicates
whether each measure is of primary inter-
est to judges, court administrators, or
practitioners in trial or appellate courts.
The bill descriptions are intended to serve
as a guide for identifying legislation of
interest and are not complete statements
of statutory changes. 

Chaptered bills and legislative commit-
tee analyses can be found at www
.leginfo.ca.gov /bilinfo.html.

● For more information, contact Dia Poole, AOC Office of Governmental Affairs,
916-323-3121; e-mail: dia.poole@jud.ca.gov.


